
     Langley Yacht Club made its pres-

ence felt in this year’s Tri-Service Re-

gatta.  Six boats entered from LYC, 

three in Racing Division and three in 

Cruising.  The winds were light (or less) 

and variable, but the sun was shining 

and skippers and crews were ready to 

go.  Both starts got off on time and 

most of the racers were able to get 

around the Thimble Shoals Lighthouse 

mark before the wind just died com-

pletely for over an hour.  Fins Up (Tom 

& Annette Connors) and Temeraire 

(John & Mary Beth Ritter) swapped 

positions a number of times up to that 

point (nice job on rounding the light-

house John).  Valkyrie (Karl and Senta 

Peterson) was up ahead battling it out 

with the big boys.  Elise (Rick and Elise 

Rose), Trial Run (Paul & Phyllis Roth) 

and Zephyr (Armie Armstrong) were 

doing their best to find enough wind to 

get around the first and second mark.   

     The end result was that all three 

boats in the Racing Division placed in 

their respective groups.  Temeraire 

took 2nd in Racing C, Valkyrie took 

third in Racing A and Fins Up took 3rd 

in Racing C.  In the Cruising Division, 

while just missing the medal positions, 

Elise, Trial Run, and Zephyr were com-

petitive and beat other boats in upper 

(faster) groups. 

     LYC was well represented and 

members should be very proud of 

their showing this year.  The theme 

for this month’s LYC meeting will be 

“There I Was…” dedicated to ex-

changing war stories about the race 

itself.  I personally want to thank eve-

ryone who participated as skipper or 

crew.  As we grow as a club, our im-

pact will be felt more and more in this 

event. 

Upcoming Events 
 

LYC Meeting 

        19 Sept, Friday, 7pm,  

United States  

        Sailboat Show Annapolis 

         9-13 Oct., Thu-Sun 

United States  

         Powerboat Show 

         16-19 Oct., Fri-Sun   
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Please send items for news-

letter to: 

 annetteconnors@verizon.net 

September 

2008 Please plan to join us for the 
 LYC  Dessert & Coffee 

Meeting  

Friday, Sept 19, 7pm  
at the home of Paul & Phyllis 

Roth, 143 Breezy Point Dr., York-

town, 23692.  Please bring a des-

sert to share!   

RSVP to tconnors1@verizon.net 

and, as always, family & friends are 

welcome. 

Racing News & ôClewsõ    from Race Captain John Ritter 
This monthõs installment focuses on the protest room to provide 
a peek at the deliberation process of arriving at a decision; too 
often sailors only see the end result of a protest.  Normally a 
protest committee takes its work very seriously (evident in the 
usual Rules-wonkishness of most Judges) and strives within the 
ethical boundaries of its charter to resolve a given protest in the 
fairest manner possible.  The concepts are best illustrated 
through a scenario: 
     Suppose Boat A and Boat B are sailing against each other; 
Boat A is from a few years back, whereas Boat B is a newer high 
tech model, and both are PHRF A0 competitors (rated 25 or 
below in this example).  While Boat A is standard, Boat B has all 
the new go fast gadgets: electrical canting keel, etc.  These have 
been disclosed and handicapped accordingly on her PHRF rat-
ing. 
     However, during the race, A protests B since Rule 51 says 
ballast must be stowed and unmovable (the keel is considered 
ballast), and Rule 52 says electrical power to propel the boat is 
not allowed (winches, etc) ð all power must be manual.  Bõs 
defense is that her handicap number expressly took the electrical 
canting keel design into account. 
 
The crux of the issues: 
       
     While Boat B had the gear, did she use it during the race?  If 
she didnõt the protest is unfounded. 
     PHRF is a Class, and Class Rules are allowed to modify RRS 
51 and 52 (see Rule 86 ð it lets you know who can change 
what).  If   PHRF Rules specifically changed these rules (by refer-
encing them and stating the change) then the protest is un-
founded.  Merely stating the modifications in a handicap rating 
without changing the rule is not enough ð despite the clear in-
tent to encourage innovative boat types. 

     The Sailing Instructions are also permitted to modify RRS 
51 and 52.  If the SIs specifically change these rules to allow 
electrical canting keels then the protest is unfounded. 
     Thus, the absence of rule changing language in the SIs and 
the PHRF regulations combined with the use of the gear would 
mean the protest stands.   
  
Some editorializing: 
  
    First, note that Boat B did everything she was asked to do: 
she fully disclosed modifications to the handicapping board 
and was rated accordingly.  The fault, if any, lies with PHRF 
and the event organizer for not being careful enough writing 
their documents, and she ends up getting trapped by the legal-
ese.  For this reason alone, event organizers (such as LYC for 
the Vet Cup) need to take it upon ourselves to dive into pre-
race prep for the NOR and SIs.  A half hearted write and re-
view cycle only invites trouble, because someone will find the 
seams. 
     Second: the PC in this instance (while certainly recognizing 
the PHRF intent to allow such modifications) is bound to in-
terpret the rules as written, not as the PC would have liked to see 
them written.  And while limiting a decision to the race at hand 
(B is DSQ for the given race), the PC is ethically bound to not 
òlead the witnessó: they cannot offer alternative coaching 
(telling B to just not use the gear, or advising the PHRF board 
to convene an emergency session to modify their regulations to 
accommodate Boat B).  While alternatives are clearly available, 
the PC cannot be seen as ôhelpingõ one competitor or another ð 
they then lose their impartiality and credibility.  Theyõll simply 
render a decision on the facts at hand and keep their sympa-
thies private.  

     Along those lines, we will be 

putting together a plan for a 

membership drive over the winter 

months.  Part of the plan will 

include obtaining the use of a 

permanent facility for Club meet-

ings and social gatherings.  I hope 

to see all of you at the dessert & 

coffee meeting on Friday.  See you 

on the water —Tom 

 

Commodore's Corner     Tom Connors 

See òCapatain for a Dayó 
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  Cruise News  from Cruise Captain  Brian òBoomeró Muller 

  

What a great day!  We had a nice group of kids turn out.  Tom and Annette 

Connors's Grandson, Rick & Elise Rose's two children, my daughter, and a 

friend of John and Mary Beth Ritter brought her son.  We all met at Joys 

Marina where my boat, Wilseaya,  is docked.   Tom first gathered all the kids  

and gave a great safety talk.  All were quite attentive.  All our "Captains" 

were quite anxious to get going so we divided the kids up among Wilseaya 

and Tom & Annette's' boat, Fins Up, and headed out.  Wiley's motor would-

n't stay running so Fins Up towed us out of the Hampton Creek.  So out on 

Hampton flats we went.  With our help, the children raised the sails and 

then they tailed the winches. Fins up took off.  It just shows you what new 

sails and a clean bottom will do!  We stayed inside the Hampton 

Bar and planned to head to Middle Ground Light.  Well, the 

wind would have none of that and died off.  All the kids 

had turns driving the boats and trimming sails. They 

had brought water guns so we did a few broad side 

attacks. 

     We all began to get hungry so we anchored 

off Merrimack shores.  The lunch that Rick 

and Elise brought was enjoyed by all….even 

veggies for snacks!  With little wind it was 

a bit warm and so, of course,  swimming 

ensued.  That's when we discovered 

about a knot or so of outgoing tidal 

current.  Everyone hung on to a line 

dragging behind Wilseaya.  Meanwhile, 

the ladies sunbathed on the foredeck of Wilseaya.   

     We then headed in with Fins Up again leaving me behind.  On the way 

back an empty water bottle fell overboard.  I explained to the kids the 

impotance of retrieving anything, including trash, that falls overboard.  John 

Ritter and I took over from the kids and started circling it trying to get 

it.  The current wouldn't allow it.  A rather large speed boat got it for 

us.  Tom started back towards us wondering why we were doing racing 

penalty turns!  lol.   We returned to the slip with everyone we left with, so 

that means it was a very good day.  We can’t wait for next year!  

  

  

 —Boomer 

   

 

United States 

Powerboat 

Show 
General Admission Days October 16-19  

$16 for Adults, $8 for children 12 and under 

 

Sailboat for Sale 
1986 Hunter 28.5 

 Yanmar Diesel 

Roller Furler 

Recent Genoa 

Marine Head 

Ice Box 

Alcohol Stove 

Wheel Steering 

Sleeps 6 

New Bottom 2007 

Excellent Condition 

Well Maintained 

 

Can be viewed at 

Millõs Marina in Seaford 

Joy of  Life 

$16,500 

 

Contact:   

sailinkat@yahoo.com 

United States Sailboat Show 
 

General  Admission Days October 10-13:  Adults 

$16, Children 12 & under $8 

 
Directions to both shows:  Take Rte. 50 to Annapo-

lis/Rowe Blvd. exit # 24 and follow signs to nearby 

Boat Show Parking. Shuttle buses are provided to the 

City Dock on a continuing schedule from 9:00 AM 

until one hour after the show closes each day. 

 

More information 410-268-8828  

http://www.usboat.com/us_powerboat_show.php 

http://www.usboat.com/us_sailboat_show.php 

Anyone interested in  a Caravan to the boat show? 

Email Brian Muller  at   W
ilseaya@yahoo.com  


